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1. Context 
While  previous  competitions  invited 
participants to “read” and understand 
the  city  we  live  in,  this  last  edition 
took a step forward to encouraging to 
action.  Oraşul  Efemer  asked 
participants (students from the Faculty 
of  Urbanism)  to  capture  in 
photographs  the  ephemerality  of 
places  and  people  in  the  most  subtle 
and  sensitive  ways  and  Citybilitate 
proposed  an  exercise  of  unraveling 
city layers starting from Kevin Lynch’s 
book  “The  Image  of  the  City”,  using 
photography and graphics.  
 
Reinvent  your  N.E.S.T.  proposed  3 
new  approaches  (and  thus  was 
considered  a  success)  –  the  invitation 
to  take  a  step  forward  to  action, 
instead  of  just  observe;  a  diversity  of 
ways  to  express  ones  idea  (posters, 
installations  and  video  clips)  and  a 
diversity of participants, as the subject 
was  of  interest  for  students  from 
different fields, too.  
 
2. Competition 
Highlighting  the  idea  that  waste 
should  be  treated  in  an  integrated 
manner,  the  competition  asked 
participants  to  identify,  question  and 
find  solutions  for  waste  management 
or waste reduction. 
 
Presentations  and  discussions  that 
took  place  during  the  two  weeks  of 
exhibition reached topics ranging from 
landscape,  urbanism,  architecture, 
photography  and  education.  Giving 
examples  of  good  practices  in  their 
field,  the  speakers  (Vera  Marin,  Vlad 
Eftenie,  Nicolas  Triboi,  Ilinca  Păun) 
managed  to  portray  the  city  and  the 
territory,  and  also  to  sketch  possible 
solutions for the near future. 
 
In our time,  characterized by massive 
urbanization,  rapid  growth  and 
irresponsible  behavior  towards  the 
explosive  consumerism,  we  need  to 
think  more  about  exceeding  nature’s 
support limits.  
 
Reduce,  reuse,  and  recycle  should 
become key actions, as waste is mainly 
considered  “worthless  or  unused  for 
human  purpose”,  “valueless  material 
left  after  some  act  of  production  or 
consumption”    (Lynch).    We  can  talk 
about waste things, waste lands, waste 
time  or  space,  waste  energy  and 
wasted  lives’.  But  there  is  also  a 
cultural  understanding  to  waste,  as 
Bluestein  argues  “our  cultural 
definitions  and  regulations  of  waste 
are  central  to  the  ordering  of  our 
environments and ourselves”. 
 
The  city  has  become  more  of  our 
“nest”  –  a  place  where  we  are  born 
and live, and many spend their entire 
lives here.  
 
Thus  reinventing  someone’s  “nest” 
with  whatever  means  he/she  has  at 
hand, and reinterpreting the way thing 
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Fig. 1. 1st Prize / Posters - Irina Constantinescu 
Can  one  mans’  garbage  become  another 
mans’ treasure?  
 
Could  our  nest  be  improved  just  by 
reinventing  the  way  we  think  about  our 
needs, the way we create and use energy, 
space and time?  
 
The  organizers  of  the  competition,  mainly 
students from the Faculty of Urbanism, Ion 
Mincu  University  of  Architecture  and 
Urbanism  believe  that  major  changes  can 
also be achieved by taking little steps in the 
right direction. 
 
But  nevertheless,  a  challenge  that  can  be 
undertaken,  as  Andreea  Constantinescu 
(participant, installations section) tells us: “– 
Behind the scene that we can call “city”, we 
all pull the strings. Change isn’t only in the 
hands of the urban planner. It’s also in your 
hands. Acknowledge. Think. Act. Reinvent 
your nest!” 
 
 
Fig. 2. Exhibition „Reinvent your N.E.S.T.”, Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urban Planning (photo 
by Radu Pătraşcu)
 